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Your IJAA staff is alive, 
well, and busy. 

As we look through this 
edition of Black Sands, you 
will several of the events 
we have planned throughout 
the year. Bradley Davis, our 
Black Sands Publisher and his 
talented merry band have put 
together therein a wonderful 
informative pub for you. 
Please spread the word on all 
these activities. The more the 
word gets out, the more the 

IJAA Legacy continues.
Our industrious Board 

of Directors will be meeting 
with  the 5th Marine Division 
Reunion in Urbana, IL, this 
month. Thank You to John 
Butler and Ray Elliott for the 
invitation and preparation 
work—they have put together 
an excellent schedule of 
events for the reunion. 
Notable is their outreach to 
the 4th Marine Division, of 
whom many we hope will join 

Changes to Come
LtCol raul “Art” Sifuentes, Executive Director



2

Iwo Jima Association of America - Black Sands

our ranks and continue to enjoy camaraderie with 
IJAA and the 5thMARDIV.

Our fundraising efforts have been varied and 
non-stop. Thanks to Scott “Bull” Durham, we 
have had two fundraisers in Cherry Hill New 
Jersey this year. This month will have seen 
another one here locally. We live by our donations 
and the hard work of our volunteers, so keep those 
cards and letters (with checks enclosed) coming. 
Meanwhile, Noreen Korsak is honcho-ing our 
IJAA Marine Corp Marathon fundraiser. This is 
a lady I challenge anyone who would try to keep 
up! She runs marathons all over the country and 
still has time to be our IJAA MCO (Marathon 
Control Officer). The 26.2 Mile run will take 
place Sunday, 28 October. Yours truly has sworn 
to start and trudge, walk, crawl to the finish … 
even if they have taken down the finish line! Once 
again, thank you to all who are participating, 
raising funds, and those who have sponsored us. 
On that note, it’s never too late to sponsor one of 
us—checks are welcome to our IJAA P.O. Box 

680, Quantico, VA 22134 address.
February 2019 74th Anniversary Arlington 

Symposium planning is well underway. The 
registration and schedule are on our website 
(http://www.iwojimaassociation.org). Shayne 
Jarosz, once again, is putting together a terrific 
symposium of events culminating with a 
wonderful banquet. We hope to see you there!

Right behind that is our 2019 74th Anniversary 
of the Battle for Iwo Jima Trip. We will have a 
number of Iwo Jima Vets joining us once again, and 
several have sworn to attend the 75th anniversary 
trip in 2020. The 2020 planning is underway and 
will be a big one! 

As we continue charging along, I hope that 
we can count on your continued support and 
participation. Over the next few months, our 
staff will strive to deliver new updates, products, 
capabilities, and opportunities. We cannot wait to 
share more with you soon!

IN MEMORIAM
Jerry Yellin

1924 – 2017

Fair Winds, Following Seas

Carl DeHaven
1926 - 2018

Photo Courtesy: Sgt. Donald Knapp, Defense Visual Information Distribution Service

George Cattelona
1924 – 2017

“Iron” Mike Mervosh
1923 - 2017

Edwin Hunsberger
1926 - 2017
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IWO JIMA ASSOCIAITION OF AMERICA (IJAA)IWO JIMA ASSOCIAITION OF AMERICA (IJAA)IWO JIMA ASSOCIAITION OF AMERICA (IJAA)   

74TH ANNIVERSARY IWO JIMA 74TH ANNIVERSARY IWO JIMA 74TH ANNIVERSARY IWO JIMA    
REUNION OF HONORREUNION OF HONORREUNION OF HONOR   

Join  
us on the 

 Black Sands  
in 2019!  
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Max KrupKa

Background Image Courtesy: Lauren Loria

SEMPER FI!

IJAA is grateful for the support of the following sponsors:

Background Image Courtesy:Marine Corps Marathon

Marine Corps Marathon
October 28, 2018 | Arlington, VA

Interested in Running? Run for the Vets!

The IJAA is a certified 501(c)(3) non-profit charity dedicated to:
(1) Maintaining the legacy of the Battle of Iwo Jima,

(2) Fundraising to return Iwo Jima veterans back to the Island, and to
(3) Keep the Island of Iwo Jima open for continued memorial services.

No lottery required, just pay the registration fee ($178.38) and seek fundraising sponsors.

Contact: Noreen O’Leary at noreenannkorsak@gmail.com and/or (973) 476-3146 
for registration information

Visit the 2018 Marine Corps Marathon webite for more information: www.marinemarathon.com.
“Run with purpose, run with pride.”
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 GUAM • IWO JIMAGUAM • IWO JIMAGUAM • IWO JIMA   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

191919———25 March 201925 March 201925 March 2019   
Highlights on Guam & Iwo Jima 

 

Guam WWII Sites: Asan Invasion Beach 
& Overlook; Plaza de Espana; Japanese 
Peace Memorial & Agat Invasion Beach. 
Naval Station: War Dog Memorial, Park 
Service Museum; Fort Soledad; Jeff’s Pi-
rates Cove; Educational-Historical Sympo-
sium on the Battle of Iwo Jima & 74th An-
niversary Reunion of Honor Banquet. 
 

Iwo Jima: Chartered IJAA 737 Flight to 
Iwo Jima; Mt Suribachi and the “Black 
Sands” landing beaches & IJAA Memorial 
Service. 
 

Farewell Fiesta with the 3rd MARDIV  
Association at the Pacific War Museum. 

        

 Basic Tour Price   $ 4,245 
       (Based on double occupancy) 
 Single Room Supplement $    895 
 Iwo Jima Day Only $ 1,895 
 Symposium Day  $      50       
Iwo Jima Tour Includes: 
 Deluxe Hotel accommodations at the Outrigger Resort Guam  
 Deluxe air conditioned motor coach transportation  
 Round-trip airport transfers in Guam 
 Military historical sites and battlefield tours  
 FULL DAY ON IWO JIMA, via charter jet 
 Meals: 5 Breakfasts; 4 Lunches & 3 Dinners 
 **Note: Due 

to the size of 
this tour group 
Guam daily 
itineraries may 
change, but all 
areas will be 
visited. Final 
itineraries will 
be given out 

Guam/Iwo Jima Tour Price 

 

Airfare Not Included: MHT 
Roundtrip Air Available Upon 

Request: Air Travel Price 
Quotes from your hometown available ap-
proximately $2,200 for planning purposes 
actual cost upon registration. These quotes 
available from any city serviced by United 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Post Tour Saipan and Tinian Highlights  
 

Saipan WWII History Sites: American Memorial 
Park   Visitor Center; 2d and 4th Marine Division 
beaches; Mt. Tapotchau; Aslito/Isley Airfield; 
"Death Valley"; "Purple Heart Ridge"; "Suicide 
Cliff" & "Banzai Cliff"; Liberation Ceremony & 
wreath laying at the American Memorial Park. 
 

Tinian WWII History Sites: Invasion beaches; 
North Field—B-29 Airfields; "Atomic bomb pits"; 

Runway Able where the B-
29s Enola Gay took off for 
Hiroshima & Bockscar for 
Nagasaki. 
 

Depart Saipan on the morn-
ing of the 28th for Guam to 
transfer to our flight home 
via Narita International 
(Tokyo, Japan)  

Above: 
Woody  

Williams,  
Medal of 

Honor      
Recipient 

Grotenhuis Family at the Enola 
Gay Bomb Loading Pit on Tinian 

 

Optional Tour Price         $ 1,895 
(Based on double occupancy) 

Single Room Supplement   $    545 
Pre-Tour Includes: 
 Roundtrip Airfare from Guam to Saipan 
 Roundtrip Airfare between Saipan and Tinian 
 Deluxe Hotel accommodations on Saipan at the Fiesta Re-

sort, Saipan located in the heart of Garapan close to the 
beach and nightlife. 

 Meals: 3 Breakfasts; 3 Lunches & 1 Dinner 
 Deluxe air conditioned motor coach transportation  
 Round-trip airport transfers in Saipan 
 Battlefield tours on Saipan and Tinian  

Saipan - Tinian Pre-Tour Price 

POST TOURPOST TOURPOST TOUR   
SAIPAN & TINIANSAIPAN & TINIANSAIPAN & TINIAN   

25 – 28 March 
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Pre-Tour Peleliu Highlights 
 

Depart the USA for 
Koror Palau and spend 
the night. Boat through 
the beautiful Rock Is-
lands on the way.  Pe-
leliu WWII History 
Sites: The Point; 
White Beach I & II ; 
Wildcat Bowl 
(Japanese artillery 
pieces, napalm tank and water catch basin); Sher-
man Tank destroyed by a land mine and some air-
craft; Horse Shoe Valley (View the air compres-
sor used by the 81st Infantry Division to clear 
caves); Death Valley; Last Japanese Command 
Post; Betty Bomber wreckage, 200mm gun cave, 
Zero wreckage, big gun bunkers and caves, Japa-
nese tank and Headquarters Building; Hill Row 

caves, gun 
bunkers and 
artillery pieces 
& Radar Hill. 
Depart on the 
20th to join 
the main tour 
at the Outrig-
ger Guam. 

   
   
   

14 14 14 ---   20 March 20 March 20 March  

PREPREPRE---TOURTOURTOUR   
PELELIUPELELIUPELELIU   

Peleliu Post Tour            $  1,995 
(Based on double occupancy)

Single Room Supplement   $     425 
 

 

Post Tour Includes: 
 

• Airfare from Peleliu to Guam 

• Tourist Class Hotel Accommodations on Peleliu 
• Round-trip transfers between airport, dock and  hotel 
• All meals on Peleliu 4 Breakfasts; 4 Lunches & 3 Dinners 
• Tours led by knowledgeable MHT Battlefield Guides  
• Services of experienced MHT Tour Directors 
• Admission fees and gratuities as indicated on itinerary 

Peleliu Post Tour Price 

 
 

Enjoy 4 Nights & 4 Days at the Outrigger 
Reef Waikiki Beach Resort 

RELAX AND ENJOY THE SUN AND HISTORIC WWII 
SITES ON HONOLULU!   

 

Hawaii WWII History Sites: 6 March - USS Arizo-
na Memorial; USS Bowfin and the WWII Submarine 
Museum; USS Missouri and Ford Island; 
“Punchbowl”, the National Cemetery of the Pacific &  
Pacific Aviation Museum.
 

OPTION: Add 1 to 7 additional days in Honolulu to 
see the sights or enjoy the beaches on your own. 

25 25 25 ---   28 March 28 March 28 March  

POST TOURPOST TOURPOST TOUR   
HONOLULU & PEARL HONOLULU & PEARL HONOLULU & PEARL 

HARBOR, HIHARBOR, HIHARBOR, HI   

Hawaii Post Tour: $ 1,345  
(Based on double occupancy) 
Single Room            $   455 
 

Pre-Tour Includes: 
 Accomadations at Outrig-

ger Reef Waikiki 
 WWII Sites entrance fees 
 Medical Evacuation Insur-

ance 
 Tax and roundtrip airport 

transfers 
 Meals 3 Breakfasts & 2  

Lunches  
 Experienced Tour Leaders 

Pacific War 
Memorial - 

MCB Kaneohe 
Bay 

Waikiki Beach & 
Diamond Head

Hawaii Post  
Tour Price 
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,  IWO JIMA ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA  
74TH ANNIVERSARY REUNION & SYMPOSIUM 

FEBRUARY 13—17, 2019 

HYATT REGENCY HOTEL, ARLINGTON, VA 
 

Schedule of Events: 
Wednesday, 13February 

1400 – 1800   Reunion Registration Open 

1600 – 2000   Welcome Reception, Hospitality Room 

Thursday, 14  February  

0730 – 0800   Reunion Registration Open 

0815 – 1500   National Museum of the Marine Corps 

1600 – 2000   Hospitality Room Open  

Friday, 15  February 

0730 – 0800   Reunion Registration Open 

0815 – 0900  Movement to Marine Barracks 8th & I 

0900 – 1100   74th Commemoration Memorial Service 

1100 – 1230   Lunch 

1300 – 1345   WWII Monument 

1400 – 1445   Wreath Laying Ceremony at the Marine Corps War    
    Memorial next to Arlington National Cemetery 

1600 – 2000   Hospitality Room Open 

Saturday, 16 February  

0830 – 1530   Symposium and Panel Discussion 

1200 – 1230  Lunch  

1230—1330  Briefing by a Senior USMC Representative 

1700 – 1800   Cash Bar Reception  

1745 – 1800   Patriotic Interlude Marine Band 

1800 – 2300   Official Banquet – Dinner and Dancing 

Sunday, 17 February 

   Farewells and Departures 

 
P.O. Box 680 Quantico, VA 22134  

703-212-8128 / Director@Iwojimaassociation.org / 
www.Iwojimaassociation.org 
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To enter this fund-raiser, complete the enclosed form and send in your tickets.  
Winners will be drawn at  the Reunion of Honor Banquet on Guam.  

You need not be present to win.  Deadline for ticket donations 21 Mar 2019. 

* - With Flag Box & Iwo Sand 

* - Winner must comply with all State  
& Federal Firearm Regulations 

M1 Carbine—U.S. Rifle .30 Caliber (7.62 mm) the carbine used in WWII, Korea & Vietnam. 
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Hyatt Regency Crystal City – ARLINGTON, VA 
Please call and mention the IJAA Reunion (703)418-1234 

The Hyatt Regency Crystal City Hotel is located at 2799 
Jefferson Davis Hotel.  The hotel is located next to the 
Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport (DCA) and 29 
miles away from Washington Dulles International Airport 
(IAD).  Call the hotel directly for accurate driving directions.  
The hotel is on high elevation overlooking many Washing-
ton, D.C. famous landmarks and is just blocks from the  
Metro. The Pentagon, Ft. Myer, and Arlington Cemetery,  
downtown Washington, The Kennedy Center and Crystal 
City, are just five minutes away.  Complimentary shuttle van 
service to and from Ronald Reagan Washington National 
Airport, The hotel has handicapped accessible rooms which 
are based on availability.  Please request these special  
accommodations when making your reservation.  We recommend that you reconfirm these special requests 
before arriving at the hotel. 
 

The Hyatt Regency Crystal City has 686 deluxe guest rooms with individual climate controls; an HD TV with 
in-room movies, and video check-out.  Rooms offer in-room coffee makers, hair dryers, and irons/ironing 
boards.  Guests can enjoy our fully equipped stay fit gym available 24 hours a day. 
 

Cinnabar-The recently renovated restaurant showcases modern interpretations of Southern classics featur-
ing seasonal ingredients. 
Lobbibar– Offers an energetic environment and a real sense of place through locally crafted food and drink. 
Perks-Whether on your way to meetings or heading out  sightseeing. Start your day at Perks for a perfectly 
brewed coffee and freshly prepared bite to eat. 
 

Covered valet parking for a fee on site. Go to the Ground Transportation area of the airport to catch the shut-
tle.  SuperShuttle offers transportation from Dulles International and Baltimore/Washington International Air-
ports.  Please contact them at (202) 296-6662 or (800) BLUE-VAN for more information and/or reservations.   
 

Should you need to rent a wheelchair for the reunion, ScootAround rents both manual and power wheel-
chairs by the day and week.  Please call their toll-free number at (888) 441-7575. 
 

Vendors, Schedules, and Prices are subject to change. 

 

IWO JIMA ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, INC – HOTEL RESERVATION ROOM INFO  
  REUNION DATES:  FEBRUARY 13-17, 2019 

 

 PHONE RESERVATIONS:  703-418-1234 
 

ONLINE RESERVATIONS: 
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/hotel/virginia/hyatt-regency-crystal-city-at-reagan-
national-airport/wasrc?corp_id=G-IWO2  
Guest Room Rates 
The following room rates include breakfast 
King/Double rooms Single occupancy   $147.00 
King/Double rooms Double occupancy  $165.00 
King/Double rooms Quad occupancy     $183.00 

The following room rates without breakfast 
King/Double rooms Single occupancy     $129.00 
King/Double rooms Double occupancy   $154.00 
King/Double rooms Quad occupancy      $179.00 
 

Room rates are quoted exclusive of applicable state and local taxes (which are currently 13.25%) or          
applicable service, or hotel specific fees in effect at the Hotel at the time of meeting. 
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IJAA Symposium & Reunion Register online and pay by credit card! 
www.afr‐reg.com/ijaa2019 

AFR CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY FOR 
ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC. 
For  a�endees  canceling  reunion  ac�vi�es  prior  to  the  cut‐o� 
date, Armed Forces Reunions,  Inc.  (AFR) shall process a  full  re‐
fund less the non‐refundable AFR registra�on fee ($10 per per‐
son).    A�endees  canceling  reunion  ac�vi�es  a�er  the  cut‐o� 
date  will  be  refunded  to  the  fullest  extent  that  AFR’s  vendor 
commitments and guarantees will allow, less the group registra‐
�on  fee  ($1�  per  person)  and  non‐refundable  AFR  registra�on 
fee ($10 per person).  �ancella�ons will only be taken �onday 
through �riday from 9:00am un�l 5:00pm �astern Standard 
Time, excluding holidays.  Please call (���) ���‐��01 to cancel reunion ac�vi�es and obtain a cancella�on code.  Refunds processed 
�‐� wee�s a�er reunion.  �anceling your hotel reserva�on does not cancel your reunion ac�vi�es. Each must be cancelled separately. 

IWO	JIMA	ASSOCIATION	OF	AMERICA	TOUR	DESCRIPTIONS	
 

NATIONAL	MUSEUM	OF	THE	MARINE	CORPS,	QUANTICO,	VA	
Thursday, 14 February 

Opened to the public on 13 No-
vember 2006, the National Muse-
um of the Marine Corps is a last-
ing tribute to U.S. Marines — past, 
present, and future. Situated on a 
135-acre site adjacent to the Ma-
rine Corps base in Quantico, Vir-
ginia, the Museum’s soaring de-
sign evokes the image of the flag-
raisers of Iwo Jima and beckons 

visitors to its 118,000-square-foot structure. World-class interactive exhibits using the most innovative technology will sur-
round visitors with irreplaceable artifacts and immerse them in the sights and sounds of Marines in action.  Enjoy lunch on 
your own in the Mess Hall or 18th Century Tun Tavern.   

Note: You will be required to pass through a metal detector before entering the museum.  There is a lot of walking, so please wear 
comfortable shoes.  8:15am board bus, 3:00pm back at the hotel 

$ 47/Person includes bus transportation.  Lunch on your own. 
 

�river gratui�es are not included in the tour prices. Please plan to be at the bus boarding area at least five minutes prior to the scheduled �me.

74TH	ANNIVERSARY	COMMEMORATION	MEMORIAL	SERVICE	&	MONUMENTS	
Friday, 15 February 

Two days before the landing on Iwo Jima 
in 1945 the IJAA will participate with the 
Department of Defense (DoD) in honoring 
those brave Veterans of the Army, Navy 
and Marine Corps who participated in the 
epic battle of the Pacific War. We’ll begin 
the day with a Memorial Service at Marine 
Barracks 8th & I to honor those who gave 
the ultimate sacrifice. We’ll enjoy lunch at 
the Marine Barracks 8th & I. Following 
Lunch we will attend Wreath Laying Cere-
monies at both the WWII Memorial and the 
Marine Corps War Memorial. 

There is some walking, so please wear     
comfortable shoes. 8:15am board bus, 

3:30pm return to hotel. 
 

 $ 62/Person includes bus  
     transportation, escort, and lunch.

 

�river gratui�es are not included in the tour prices. Please plan to be at the bus boarding area at least five minutes prior to the scheduled �me. 
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IWO JIMA ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA (IJAA) MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 
    IJAA Polo Shirt                 Iwo Jima Memorial Display Box      Flag Raising Commemora�ve Medallion           
              w/iconic Rosenthal photo & Black Sand Case  Pewter w/Black Sand Capsule 

                    Price: $20                     Price: $25                                            
         

        IJAA Challenge Coin                                   IJAA Patch  

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    Price: $10                Price: $5      

      IJAA Ball Cap                        IJAA S�cker  

  Price: $3           
Colors‐Green/Red/Blue  Price: $15  

Name___________________________________ Signature____________________________________ 
Credit Card # _________________________________ Exp. Date___________ SC Code______ (3‐digit on card) 
Address__________________________________ City_________________ State____ Zip Code __________ 

Complete Order Form (if using check a�ach to order form made out to the IJAA) and mail to Iwo Jima     Associa‐
�on of America� PO Box 680� �uan�co� VA 22134‐0680. IJAA is a Non Profit with IRS # 80 0255086.                       

All proceeds go to funding Iwo Vets’ return to Iwo Jima.  

Colors‐‐Navy Blue/Red/White/Green 
Price: $40 

Shirt Sizes: (Mens’) S/M/XL/2XL/2XL  

No: ______  Sizes: ____________                             

      (Ladies’) P/S/M/L/XL       

No: ______ Sizes: ____________                  

Total # of Shirts ______   x $40     =  _______ 

Total # of Gi� Boxes ______  x $20    =  _______  

Total # of Medallions _____  x $25    =  _______ 
 

Total # of Ball Caps ______  x $15    =  _______ 
 

Total # of Coins ______    x $10    =  _______ 
 

Total # of Patches ______    X $5      =  _______     
 

Total # of S�ckers ______    x $3      =   _______ 
 

Total Video costs                  $_______ 
 

Add $5 for Shipping                     + $5   
Total cost                          $_______ 
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FEB 9 – 21                          
VN 50th Anniversary of    
Operation Dewey Canyon        
I-Corps 1969 & Battle of   
Hue City — Tet Offensive 

MAR 19 – 25                   
74th Anniversary of Iwo 
Jima—Reunion of Honor 

APR 27 – MAY 10            
“Delta to the DMZ” -1969 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY 27 – JUN 9             
75th Anniversary of D-Day,       
Battle of the Bulge & WWI  

JUN 2 – 9                         
75th Anniversary of D-Day: 
Normandy to Paris 

JUN 12 – 19                    
75th Anniversary Liberation  
of Saipan 1944 & Tinian too! 

JUN 26 – JUL 6                 
Russia WWII Eastern Front 
Kursk, Moscow & Stalingrad 

JUL 18 – 25                     
75th Anniversary Liberation  
of Guam 1944 & Tinian too! 

AUG 3 –  12                      
Guadalcanal “Turning the   
Tide” Pre-Tour: Tarawa 

AUG 12 – 20                        
75th Anniv of Op Dragoon          
D-Day: South of France 

AUG 28 –  SEP 9                     
50th Anniversary I-Corps    
Operations 1969 

SEPT 10 ‐ 22                  
Ireland—50 Shades of Green 
WWII U.S. Military Sites 

SEPT 11 ‐ 20                    
75th Anniversary of Peleliu 

SEP 29 – OCT 11                    
WWII Concentration Camps  

OCT 3 – 13                      
Imperial China                    
Beijing - Xian - Shanghai 

 

13198 CENTREPOINTE WAY             
STE 202 WOODBRIDGE, VA 22193                 

703‐590‐1295                            
www.miltours.com   

mhtours@miltours.com 

 

2019 BATTLEFIELD 

TOURS 

 America’s Oldest U.S. Vet 
Owned � Operater Ba�le‐

field Tour Company 

MAY 18 – 27 
WWI French Battlefields  

SOLD OUT! 

SOLD OUT! 

SOLD OUT! 


